Welcoming Sunday Resources 2006

Thank you for your interest in celebrating Welcoming Sunday. What follows is a potpourri of resources for your inspiration and use. Please restrict the use for local worship services and please give credit to the authors and/or sources. Enjoy!
A Blessing
From here we are to where you need us;

     Christ be beside us.

From what we are to what you can make of us;

     Christ be beside us.

From the mouthing of generalities to making signs of your kindom;

     Christ be beside us.

Through the streets of this world to the gates of heaven;

     Christ be beside us.

Surround us with your presence

Inspire us with your purpose

Confirm in us your love.

Amen.

Prayers of the People

Let us name what is evil in our world.

And in the name of Jesus proclaim its defeat:

In a world where the rich are protected from understanding the lives of the poor,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

In a world where corporate wealth is more important than the health of children,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

In a world where unjust laws and practices privilege men over women, rich over poor, straight over gay,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

In a world where those who are “other” are silenced and exploited,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

In a world where ordinary people are reduced to chips in a game of war,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

In a world where the virus of greed has infected the earth, the water, and the air we breathe,

Let us witness with Jesus:

We have seen the empire fall.

May our witness offer hope in the midst of despair, life in the presence of death, resolve in the face of injustice, and love in the display of fear.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Confession

Holy One,

We offer thanks:

…for silence that heals and restores


…for prayer that deepens commitment

…for communities of love


…for worship that inspires hope

…for actions that empower justice
Forgive us:

…for silence that wounds and betrays 


…for prayer that abdicates responsibility 


…for communities of exclusion

…for worship that sanctions despair


…for actions that harm the vulnerable

Strengthen us:

…to be a people of healing, refreshing prayer


joy and welcome 

…so that our lives may reflect the Holy, 


and our actions bear witness to the radical love of Jesus.

 Amen.

Taize

I lit a candle for Tom

who is losing his job

for error of being

and loving incorrectly.

Expendable

in a community built on love,

but operating in fear

for political rectitude

as if the world were so awash with love

that deity would choose to discriminate,

as if amid the myriad variety of beings

and the limitless types of hate and fear

God could accept one kind of love alone,

as if we can presume to judge

between a rare and rarer commodity.

One might think that in our world

God would welcome anything that

even resembles love

as we build our 

Babel castles and protective moats,

ignoring what is fine and good around us.

I lit a candle for Tom

who is losing his job

a prayer that he continues loving 

even though we fail.

I should have lit a candle for us all,

for we are the losers; 

a prayer to clear our vision,

to strengthen our courage,

to release us from fear

so we can love, however weakly,

well.

I Do Not Cede You My Church

To the amorphous powers

who speak for the church,

and pen edicts and interpret scriptures

and tell us what our confessions mean:

I do not cede you my church.

You say the church’s position is this

or the church believes that,

you collect the majority votes to prove it,

but you do not speak for all, not for me,

and I do not cede you my church!

My church has diversity of thought;

my church believes more than one thing.

It is not confined by your tradition;

its truth does not lie only

with those who set boundaries

which enclose the timid ones 

with carefully constructed norms

fearful of new truth.

Fences that also protect the powerful

in their castle pulpits,

in their fortified committees and boards,

sanitized from dissent and diversity,

content with the hubris of their Truth

and fearful of new ideas.

I do not cede you my church!

Truth is living and emerges

in the powerless,

in the hearts of the poor, the meek,

the young, the gay, the disenfranchised,

who love without precondition

and hope against hope for Shalom.

I fellowship with the outliers

with odd frames of reference;

there I find truth and love.

There is my church.

I will not cede you our church!

Affirmation of Faith

I believe God’s love will find a way to heal our wounded world,

and I believe somehow that hatred and poverty will end.

For I believe in the persistent love of God.

I believe that God is loving and healing through our tears

and I believe God can make us whole again.

For I believe in the great healing love of God.

I believe that God has made me who I am.

And I believe that God rejoices when we are able to love honest lives.

For I believe in the creative love of God.

I believe it is not too late for us to learn to live to love.

And I believe God’s love can teach us to forgive and start anew.

For I believe in the forgiving love of God.

Overheard from the Prophet’s Heart

Voice 1:
     I said

Voice 2:     I will be on my guard.


     I am afraid to speak

                   and seem a fool.

Voice 1:
     I said

Voice 2:     A muzzle on my mouth

                   preserves me from the taunts

                  of those who hate me.

Voice 1:
    I was silent

Voice 2:     and my heart was hot.

Voice 1:     I was silent

Voice 2:
     and my heart was not.

Voice 1:     I mused.

Voice 2:     I burned.

Voice 1:     And finally

Voice 2:     I spoke

Voice 1:     I said

Voice 2:
     My days are just a breath.

                   Holding my peace may never bring me any.

Voice 1:     I said

Voice 2:     I’ll speak. And what I speak

                   might one day come to be.

Litany of Intent

One:
Because love is a fragile gift…

All:
We will go with tenderness, embracing a covenant with humanity that resists the powers of violence and fear.

One:
Because dignity is a human right…

All:
We will go with purpose to build a world where each and all are afforded respect and care.

One:
Because justice is a holy act…

All:
We will go with determination and apply ourselves to the work of peace and reconciliation.
One:
Because faith is the ground of our being…

All:
We will go with reverence and reflect a witness that is trustworthy and life affirming.

One:
Because hope is the breath of the Spirit…

All:
We will go with confidence as we consecrate ourselves to the sacred task of embodying the love and yearnings of God. May we be faithful in our resistance to all that hinders our holy calling. Amen.

Holy God,

In your creation you declared all,

each and everyone

each and everything

to be good.

May I listen well

and attend to what

you declare

to be good

this day, at this time.

In this world of so many

names, faces, places, spaces,

may I remember that

there is room enough

there is love enough

for all, each and everyone

each and everything.

Amen.
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